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Conference Program

Time Description Location

8.30 – 9.00am Registration 
Arrive via Circular Quay entrance

Foyer, Level 2

9.00 – 9.20am Welcome 
Gill Nicol, Director Audience Engagement,  
Museum of Contemporary Art Australia

Welcome to Country 
Uncle Ray Davison, 
Metropolitan Aboriginal Land Council

Opening Address 
Penelope Benton, General Manager 
National Association for the Visual Arts

Veolia Lecture 
Theatre, Level 2

9.20 – 10.25am The MCA’s Indigenous Cultural Learning Framework 
Emily McDaniel, Coordinator, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Learning, Museum of Contemporary Art Australia

Strawberries, Potatoes and the Visual Arts: Opening Up 
Possibilities for Children’s Multiple, Diverse, Connected, 
Rhizomatic Ways of Knowing in Primary School 
Clare Britt, Lecturer in Early Childhood/Primary Creative 
Arts (Visual Arts) Department of Educational Studies, 
Macquarie University

Veolia Lecture 
Theatre, Level 2

10.25 – 10.50am Morning Tea Seminar Room, 
Level 2

10.55 – 11.25am Artist Talk 
Kerrie Poliness

Veolia Lecture 
Theatre, Level 2

11.30am – 12.40pm Workshops and Lightning Talks, Session One 
Workshop and lightning talk locations are listed  
on your personalised program

Various



Time Description Location

12.40 – 1.25pm Lunch 
Delegates are invited to collect a lunch pack and  
picnic on the MCA lawn, or MCA Lounge Terrace,  
Ground Floor

Seminar Room, Level 2 
then MCA lawn or 
MCA Lounge Terrace, 
Ground Floor

1.25 – 2.35pm Workshops and Lightning Talks, Session Two 
Workshop and lightning talk locations are 
listed on your personalised program

Various

2.45 – 3.45pm Panel Discussion 
Why is access to the visual arts so important for  
primary students, and how can we make space for  
high quality visual arts learning experiences within  
our schools?

Chair 
John Goh, Principal, Merrylands East Public School

Panellists 
Murat Dizdar, Deputy Secretary, School Operations  
and Performance, NSW Department of Education

Laura Russell, Visual Arts Teacher, Newport Lakes  
Public School, Councillor, Art Education Victoria

Robyn Evans, Principal, Casula Public School

Veolia Lecture 
Theatre, Level 2

3.45 – 4.00pm Reflection and Closing Remarks 
Gill Nicol, Director Audience Engagement,  
Museum of Contemporary Art Australia

Veolia Lecture 
Theatre, Level 2

4.00pm Refreshments National Centre for 
Creative Learning,  
Level 3
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