
This class kit introduces the artist practice of Agatha Gothe-Snape. Utilising key examples and 

inquiry questions, the Encounter is designed to provoke class discussion and offer an entry 

point to the suite of resources available through MCA Learn.
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View this extract of Artist Voice interview with Agatha Gothe-Snape. Recap with students 

Gothe-Snape’s major themes and intentions as an artist.
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Ask students to consider what things they might immediately identify as art. You may also wish 

to brainstorm as a group what unidentifiable art might look like. 
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Discuss with students the following: if you had to classify this as an artwork, what categories 

would you put it in? Why? Do you think this is an ‘immediately identifiable’ artwork? Why or 

why not? An explanation of the work follows on the next slide.
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Read through the Subscriber Agreement and discuss the idea of a subscriber-based artwork 

as a class. Encourage students to think about the benefits and complexities of collecting such a 

work. How would you feel about owning an artwork that exists on a USB stick in a digital form?
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Go through each decision and discuss as a class. Students may also wish to draw a plan of 

how they would present their work. In considering their role in the artwork encourage students 

to reflect on the decisions they had made in previous steps. Do these align with the role of a 

collector, curator, artist, collaborator or other? How easy is this to define and why?
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When answering this question, encourage students to think about factors including materiality 

(what an artwork can be made of), authorship (who makes art), skill and value.
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Encourage students to think about what conversations could occur as part of artist’s practice. 
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Every Artist Remembered is a series of performances where Gothe-Snape and nine Australian 

artists engaged in a two-hour dialogue consisting solely of the names of artists that came to 

mind. Gothe-Snape began each performance by asking the collaborator to say the first artist 

name; then Gothe-Snape responded with another name and so on. Gothe-Snape recorded the 

names on the paper as they went. The names were not recorded in order of their recollection, 

but were intuitively placed on the page. What was left at the end of these performances are 

nine written records of this oral process. Each performance is an improvisational map of an 

artistic community. It serves as an act of commemoration and an exploration of relationships 

and multiple histories.

Slide 12

Teacher Notes: 



Read through Gothe-Snape’s instructions with students. Encourage students to reflect on why 

Gothe-Snape would create such firm instructions?
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This activity works best in pairs, however would benefit from whole class discussion and 

reflection.
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Encourage students to think about the language and structure of newspaper headlines. You 

may wish to share examples of real headlines with the class as a prompt.
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Headliners is the result of a two-month project, which began when Gothe-Snape was invited to 

execute a project in Horsham (a town in regional Victoria) that engaged the local community. 

She advertised to “non-newsworthy” participants in a classified advertisement in Horsham’s 

local newspaper The Weekly Advertiser. Each week she chose one participant and called them 

every night that week to chat about their daily life, job, family, weather and Horsham in general. 

At the end of the week, she would collate her notes and devise a poetic, cryptic headline to 

reflect her conversations with that participant. The following week, the headline would be 

published in The Weekly Advertiser, along with each subject’s name. 
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Encourage students to draw the first thing that comes into their head, as opposed to worrying 

about the intended meaning of the sentence. When reflecting on how their interpreted their 

text, question prompts could include: Is there a narrative to their story? Did they focus on 

certain words in the headline or illustrate it as a whole? When comparing interpretations as a 

class encourage students to take notice of any patterns, similarities or differences in 

interpretations.
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When answering this question, it may be helpful for students to revisit the outcomes of the 

Discussion Ideas on the previous slide. Encourage students to consider the role of the 

audience in determining meaning, the multiplicity of meaning, interpretation and the symbolism 

of image and text.
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