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                                                    Paddy Bedford Garnanganyjel Emu Dreaming (Emu Dreaming and Bedford Downs massacre) (2000)  
                                                    ochres and pigment with acrylic binder on Belgian linen 150 x 180cm.  
                                                    Korman collection, Perth. Image courtesy Ian Potter Museum of Art, University of Melbourne   
                                                    © The Estate of Mr P. Bedford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gija word from the artist’s country meaning ‘little ones’ 
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Boab tree image courtesy of Giancarlo Mazzella. 
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Little Corella at hollow. Photo: M Seyfort/Nature Focus  
© Australian Museum 
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We hope you enjoyed this worksheet and the  
exhibition Paddy Bedford .  
Don’t forget to return your clipboard and pencil! 
 
Worksheet produced by the MCA Education Department.  
Written by Samantha Martin and Petra Pattinson, MCA Educator. Contributions by 
Justine McLisky and Keith Munro.  
Published by Museum of Contemporary Art, December 2006. 
Sincere thanks to Frances Kofod, Cultural and linguistic consultant , and Rusty Peters for 
their valuable contributions.  
 
In association with the exhibition  
Paddy Bedford 
MCA Galleries Level 1 and Mezzanine 
6 December 2006 – 15 April 2007 
�
Paddy Bedford 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney 
6 December 2006 – 15 April 2007 
 
Exhibition organised by the Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney 
Curated by Russell Storer, MCA Curator, with the assistance of  
Keith Munro, Curator, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Programs. 
 
The Museum of Contemporary Art acknowledges the Gadigal people of the Eora nation, 
traditional owners of the land and waters the MCA is located upon and where this 
exhibition was first presented. The MCA acknowledges the artist’s Gija people, whose 
strength and resilience is seen through Paddy Bedford’s artistic practice. We also 
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land and waters of those venues hosting the 
Paddy Bedford exhibition on its national tour. 
 
The MCA acknowledges the recent passing in Kununurr a of the artist and senior 
Gija Elder Mr Paddy Bedford. The Museum has consulted  closely with the artist's 
family and with Jirrawun Arts, of which Mr Bedford was a founding member. We 
acknowledge and respect the wishes of the family wh o have provided permission 
for us, on the occasion of the MCA exhibition, tour  and publication of Mr Bedford's 
work, to share publicly sensitive aspects that woul d normally be culturally 
inappropriate during sorry business. This includes the display of the artist's work, 
film and audio recordings, images of the artist and  the use of his name. 
 
 
 

Major sponsor   
 

This exhibition is supported by the Contemporary Touring Initiative through Visions of Australia, an 
Australian Government Program and the Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the 
Australian, State and Territory Governments.   

    
 
An MCA National Touring exhibition:  
Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth: 12 May–22 July 2007 
Bendigo Art Gallery, Bendigo: 11 August–16 September 2007 
University Art Museum, University of Queensland,  
Brisbane: 16 November 2007–1 March 2008 
 

 

  
 
The Museum of Contemporary Art is assisted by the NSW Government through ARTS NSW and by the Australian Government 
through the Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body, and the Visual Arts and Crafts Strategy, an initiative of the 
Australian, State and Territory Governments. The MCA was established by the University of Sydney through the JW Power Bequest, 
with assistance from the New South Wales Government. 
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